Micrograhpia. 

bability ghefsj) it^affords us an Inftance, whereof perhaps there are not 
many like m Nature,and that is D of the prodigious increafeof thefe Crea- 
tures, after they are hatch d and run about Tor a common Wood-loufe of 
about half an inch long, is no lefs then a hundred and twenty five thou- 
land times bigger then one of thefe, which though indeed it feems very 
ltrange, yet 1 have obferved the young ones of fome Spiders have alrnoft 
kept the fame proportion to their Dam. 

This, methinks, if it be fo, does in the next place hint a Quaery, which 
may perhaps deferve a little further examination : And that is, Whether 
there be not many of thofe minute Creatures,fuch as Mites, and the like, 
which, though they are commonly thought of othcrwife, are only the 
P^h or young ones, of much bigger Infers, and not the generating, 
or parent Infeft, that has layd thofe Eggs 3 for having many times ob- 
ferv d thofe Eggs, which ufually are found in great abundance where 
Mites are found , it feems fomething ftrange , that fo fmall an Animal 
fhould have an Egg (b big in proportion to its body. Though on the 
other fide, I muft confefs, that having kept divers of thofe Mites inclofed 
in a box for a good while, I did not find them very much augmented be- 
yond their ufual bignefs. 

What the husk and cobweb of this little white fubftance fhould be, I 
cannot imagine, unlefs it be, that the old one, when impregnated with 
Eggs, fhould there ftay, and fix it felf on the Vine, and dye, and all the 
body by degrees fhould rot, faveonly the husk, and the Eggs in the bo- 
dy : And the heat, or fire, as it were, of the approaching Sun-beams 
fhould vivifie thofe Reliefs of the corrupted Parent , and out of the 
afhes, as ’twere, ( as it is fabled of the Vhxnix ) fhould raife a new off- 
fpring for the perpetuation of the Jpecies . Nor will the cobweb, as it 
were, in which thele Eggs are inclos’d, make much againft this Conje- 
cture 3 for we may, by thofe cobwebs that are carried up and down the 
Air after a Fog (which with my Microfcope I have di (covered to be made 
up of an infinite company of fmall filaments or threads) learn, that 
fitch a texture of body may be otherwife made then by the fpinning of 
a Worm. 


Obferv. L V 1 1 . Of the Eds in Vinegar. 

O F thele fmall Eels, which are to be found in divers forts of Vine- 
gar, I have little to add befides their Pifture, which you may 
find drawn in the third Figure of the 25. Scheme: That is, they were 
fbapedmuch like an Eel, faveonly that their nofe A, ( which was a lit- 
tle more opacous then the reft of their body ) was a little fharper, and 
longer, in proportion to their body, and the wrigling motion of their 
body feem’d to be onely upwards and downwards, whereas that of 
Eels is onely fide wayes ; T hey feem’d to have a more opacous par t 

about 
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about B, which might, perhaps, be their Gills 3 it feeming always the fame 
proportionate diftant from their nofe, from which, to the tip of theif 
tail, C, their body feem’d to taper. 

Taking feveral of thele out of their Pond of Vinegar, by the net of a 
fmall piece of fiitring Paper, and laying them on a black fmooth Glafs 
plate, I found that they could wriggle and winde their body, as much 
alrnoft as a Snake, which made me doubt, whether they were a kind of 
Eal or Leech. 

I lhall add no other obfervations made on this minute Animal, being 
prevented herein by many excellent ones already publifh’d by the inge- 
nious, Doftor rower, among his Microfcopical Obfervations, lave onely 
that a quantity of Vinegar repleat with them being included in a fmall 
Viol, and ftop’d very clofe from the ambient air, all the included Worms 
in a very fhort time died, as if they had been ftifled. 

And that their motion feems (contrary to what we may oblerve in the 
motion of all other Infects) exceeding How. But the reafon of it feems 
plain, for being to move to and fro after that manner which they do, by 
waving onely, or wrigling their body 3 the tenacity, or glutinoufnefs, 
and the denfity or reliftance of the fluid medium becomes fo exceeding 
fenlible to their extremely minute bodies,that it is to me indeed a greater 
wonder that they move them fo faft as they do, then that they move them 
no fafter. For what a vaftly greater proportion have they of their fuper- 
ficies to their bulk, then Eels or other larger Fillies, and next, the tena* 
city and denfity of the liquor being much the fame to be moved,both by 
the one and the other, the refinance or impediment thence arifing to 
the motions made through it, muft be alrnoft infinitely greater to the 
imali one then to the great. This we find experimentally verify ’d in the 
Air, which though a medium a thoufand times more ratify d then the wa* 
ter,the reliftance of it to motions made through it, is yetlo fenfible to ve- 
ry minute bodies,that a Down-feather(the leaft of whole parts feem yet 
oiggei then thefe Eels, and many of them alrnoft incomparably bigger* 

fuch as the quill and ftalk) is fufpended by it, and carried to and fro as if 
it had no weight. 


Obferv. L VII I. Of a new Property in the Air, and feveral other 
tranjpdrent Mediums tuith d Inflection, whereby very many con 

ftderable Phenomena are attempted to be filvd, and divers other 
afes are hinted. 

Qncc the Invention (and perfefting in fomemeafure) o(Telefcopes,h has 

r y T™ 5 thar the Snn and Moon neer the Horizon, 

which ^ if j tha V exa< %-f mo °th terminating circular limb, 

are bounXd^iVh^ ^ t0 ^ aVG When 5 luated neerer the Zenith) and 
are bounded with an edge every way (efpecialiy upon the right and left 

G g fides) 



